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We are thrilled to be the Editors-in-Chief of The Lion’s Roar for another year, 
and look forward to publishing many articles both online and in print. We are 
proud to have a staff composed of all four grades. 

We are excited to present the second issue of The Lion’s Roar under the 
2022-23 editorial staff. This edition comes earlier in the year than normal, 
and the articles were written last spring. This edition, the double truck fea-
tures the history of our school’s beloved weekly comedy show, Scuttlebut. 
The article is written by sophomore Leah Raich and explores the show’s 
humble beginnings and growth over time. Other topics in this issue include 
an editorial on bekiyuts, a road-map to the school’s minyanim, and an explo-
ration of gender and sexuality at Leffell.

We hope you enjoy reading throughout our issue and completing the Autumn 
puzzles on the back cover. Please continue to regularly check our Facebook 
and Instagram (@tlroar) for new articles published on our website. 

We are so proud of all the hard work that the writers, editors, and design team 
have put into this issue. Enjoy!

Sincerely,

Editors-in-Chief

Letter from the Editors

The Lion’s Roar is a student-run newspaper, published periodically throughout the year, 
as well as continuously online. Student editors make content decisions, and the newspa-
per is considered a forum written by and for the students. It is, however, reviewed by the 
administration prior to printing, and the administration reserves the right to withhold from 
publication any articles it deems inappropriate.  

Suggestions and comments are accepted and encouraged, and they can be made anony-
mously. Signed Letters for the Editor are also encouraged. The Lion’s Roar reserves the 
right to edit letters for space or content in order to maintain our standards, and letters will 
not be considered for publication if deemed inappropriate or if unsigned. 

Editorial Policy

We aim for transparency.
We aim for objectivity.
We aim for accuracy.
We aim for timeliness.
And most importantly, we aim for truth, while maintaining the utmost respect for our 
school.
We promise to voice public opinion.
We promise not to skew information to our own interests, and we promise to uphold 
the same high standards for every article we publish.
We hope to establish our publication’s role as the voice for the student body, and we 
look forward to continuing the legacy TLR has left through the years.

Mission Statement

www.TLRoar.com

@LeffellTLR

@tlroar
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Each school day, Leffell students spend 40 minutes pray-
ing, one hour learning Hebrew, and one hour studying 
the Torah or Talmud. On the 9th and 10th-grade Israel 
trips, this was intensified for a fully immersive Jewish 
experience. What was the benefit of chaperoning this trip 
for non-Jewish teachers?

Computer Science teacher Will Jamieson joined the trip 
for the first time this year, and familiarized himself with 
new aspects of Israeli culture. 

“The most surprising thing I encountered was the prev-
alence of everyone I interacted with in Israel speaking 
English,” Jamieson said. “It made it much easier for me 
to find my way and feel more comfortable.”

Along with some amazing new experiences, Jamieson 
also experienced a bit of culture shock within various 
settings. 

“My least favorite part, unpopular opinion, was actual-
ly the Shuk, the market,” Jamieson said. “It was a lot 
for me, there were so many people and so much going 
on around me. The hustle and bustle was overwhelm-
ing. My favorites, though, would be riding camels near 
the bedouin tent, walking through the water tunnels, and 
hiking up masada. Those were really special experienc-
es.”

History teacher Harry Shontz, who taught 70 out of the 
82 freshmen, used the trip to continue building relation-
ships. He connected his experiences on the trip with the 

messages he communicates about religion in his classes.

“As someone who teaches world history, I have made a 
clear argument that religion deeply impacts the develop-
ment of history,” Shontz said. “I have so much to learn 
about Judaism, the trip was just the start.”

One way to understand a new culture is to actually travel 
to Israel and experience the culture firsthand, like En-
glish teacher Greg Eichten did. 

“I went into the trip knowing absolutely nothing and 
now I feel like I have gained a little bit of understanding 
of the nuances of the country, some of the religious and 
political stuff,” Eichten said. “I was able to understand 
that more.”

Working at TLS can be overwhelming for teachers who 
don’t share the same religious experience, but non-Jew-
ish teachers feel the school community is very open to 
explaining complicated traditions. 

“Everyone has been super willing to work with me and 
teach me, to let me in on the customs and holidays,” Ja-
mieson said. “My first year, for students to explain holi-
days and how we celebrate them to me was a really easy 
way to both connect with students and learn the culture. 
And now that I’ve actually gone to Israel, seen what ha-
vdalah is like, experienced bartering in the Shuk, and 
eaten the food, it’s really cool.” 

Shontz and Eichten have also encountered a similar en-

vironment at TLS. Shontz adds that the trip wasn’t about 
the destination of Israel and a religious experience, but 
about the group that went.

“I didn’t necessarily come to teach at TLS because it’s a 
Jewish school, I think it’s an exceptional school to work 
with regardless of religious background, and that carries 
through to the Israel trip as well,” Shontz said. 

Eichten also connects his own religious experience to 
the infusion of religion within the TLS community. 

“I was raised Christain in a fairly religious household, so 
religion was important to me,” Eichten said. “Something 
that has always fascinated me is the amount of Jewish 
tradition interwoven at TLS. There are so many discreet 
traditions that we do to commemorate different things 
that I just never knew, it’s super interesting.”

Overall, while the Jewish faith is incredibly important to 
TLS, non-Jewish faculty are still welcomed with open 
arms. Jewish tradition ultimately reflects values that ap-
ply to all, regardless of religion.

“The emphasis on community, togetherness, and going 
through things together, it’s amazing,” Jamieson said.

news

The summer is a time like no other. 
Free from school work, extra-
curricular activities and other 
commitments, many students 
find it the perfect time to re-
lax, go to camp or have fun 
on vacation. At TLS, student 
activities over the summer 
are very diverse, but many 
believe these help them have 
fulfilling and relaxing summers. 

Sophomore Tova Zucker spends her summers at 
Camp Ramah in the Rockies, doing many activi-
ties and going on excursions, but her favorite part 
of camp is when there are no scheduled programs 
and she can relax with her friends.

“I like to do climbing and Zumba at camp because the 
teacher is really nice, but the best thing is I really like 
hanging out with my friends,” Zucker said. “We have 
this hammock area that we set up every year and that’s 
always the best time—just chilling with friends.”

Another thing that makes Zucker’s camp special is the 
variety of locations from which people come, and the 
shared love of the outdoors and nature that everyone 
brings to camp.

“My camp is really different from others because it’s 

very outdoorsy,” Zucker said. “The people there are dif-
ferent from the people that attend our school because 
they’re more likely to take risks outdoors and are more 

adventurous. Everyone comes from different plac-
es [including] Israel, Mexico, California and 

Arizona.”

Junior Sol Braver attends Cedar Lake 
Camp and enjoys playing sports, making 
bracelets and necklaces out of beads, and 
most of all eating food at camp. He too 

agrees that his positive camp experience is due 
to his friends.

“The people that are there make the camp for me,” 
Braver said. “I really enjoy spending time with my 
friends that I haven’t seen in a long time. I text and 
call my camp friends during the year a lot but after 
a few months I sometimes lose touch which is an-
noying.” 

Junior Yamit Drotman goes to Israel with her family ev-
ery summer to see extended family members and friends 
that live there. She feels a tighter sense of community 
with the people in Israel, different than when she is in 
the United States.

“People are a lot more laid back and nothing has to be 
perfect,” Drotman said. “People can talk however they 
want and eat however they want. They can sing in the 
streets and overall, the vibes there are a lot more free, 

happy, and positive. I can go up to people in the street 
and talk to them like they’re my friend and I 
really like that.” 

Zucker also enjoys spending 
time with her family which is 
an aspect of summer that the 
school year does not always 
contain.

“Last year we went on 
a road trip around the 
United States and didn’t 
really plan out where we 
were going, which was 
fun,” Zucker said. “My 
family does everything 
together over the summer, 
like going to the beach or 
having movie nights.”

Although people’s various ac-
tivities make their summer special, sim-
ply the feeling of the outdoors is all it takes to 
enjoy the break and relax.

“I love the heat outside so even when I’m at home, I’ll go 
out on my deck, bounce on the trampoline, or go to the 
beach,” Drotman said. “When I’m in Israel I go on a lot 
of walks with my friends, or hang out at the park.”

by Lily Lebwohl
Summertime Serenity; How students at TLS spend time relaxing and enjoying their summers 

Unsecular Setting; How non-Jewish teachers reflect on Israel trip
by Ary Hammerman
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Want to improve your mental health? Make friendships that last a lifetime? 
Learn about the interesting past of others? Then Friday Special Programs is 
the place to be. But why do we have them in the first place?

On Fridays with 2:30 p.m. dismissals in the spring and fall, students partici-
pate in a period allotted to supplemental learning. Originally, Friday Special 
Programs were created with the intention of making class periods more rea-
sonable sizes. However, now these activities are the hallmark of special lec-
tures and speaker opportunities at TLS. 

“It became its own program,” High School Prin-
cipal Eric Bassin said. “It became an opportuni-
ty to have a speaker or program every Friday that 
enables students to think about issues which they 
wouldn’t necessarily think about in their own 
classes. Often things that are powerful, moving, 
inspirational, or important stories, but ideas that 
they wouldn’t otherwise learn in their classes.”

When students are prompted with the phrase “Fri-
day Special Programming,” many share the impor-
tance of feeling personally engaged in the activ-
ities. Some students are less interested in certain 
programs because of the lack of connection 
between the individual and the topic. 

“When we think about Friday Special Pro-
grams, we think about what it is to educate 
someone holistically, in addition to standard 
courses like math and science and Hebrew,” 
Bassin said. “It’s not just what they don’t cover in class, but what are the 
important things for students to either have knowledge about or think about or 
have some perspective about?”

From holiday-themed activities, to mental health awareness, to pep rallies and 
internet safety, there is certainly no shortage of events happening at TLS on 
Fridays. Some of the programs that stick out to students are those that give 
rise to riveting discussions.

“I was engaged by the talk we had with the Hartsdale [Police Department] 
about what steps to take in an emergency situation,” senior Daniel Patchen 
said. “The advice given was very helpful and relevant and made me feel much 
safer in public areas.”

One of the most important goals of the programming is spreading certain mes-

sages to the student body.

“The programs highlight stories about perseverance, not letting other people 
label you and decide what you can and can’t do, and not judging a book by 
its cover,” High School Psychologist Dr. Bill Blank said. “All of those good, 
inspiring messages are helpful for students to hear.”

When choosing speakers and speaker programs, it often starts with a simple 
suggestion. A student or teacher will recommend spe-
cific speakers to the organizers.

“We hope to find speakers whom the students will re-
late to and at the same time, have a meaningful mes-

sage to share,” Blank said. 

In the spring of 2022, TLS sent out surveys each 
Friday to better understand students’ thoughts 
and reflections about each program.

“Sometimes one student thinks the 
program is amazing and another stu-
dent thinks it’s really bad,” Bassin 
said. “We don’t want to be influ-
enced by only one student’s per-
spective or a few, so getting com-
prehensive data is helpful.”

Yet one overall sentiment remains clear: these pro-
grams must be creative and must include new approaches to a variety 

of themes.

“I think it is important that Friday Special Programs are new and original, 
and talk about topics that are not regularly discussed,” Patchen said. “I hope 
to learn something new. If I don’t feel like I learned anything new, then I feel 
like the 45 minutes I spent in the program was wasted.”

And when students reflect on their high school experiences years from now, 
the hope is that these programs will remain memories near and dear to their 
hearts.

“I really think that experiences, whether it is a tiyul or a Shabbaton or a Fri-
day Special Program, are what make the high school experience memora-
ble,” Blank said. “I look back at my own high school experience, and I don’t 
remember very many classes, but I do remember some of the speakers and 
special assemblies all these years later.”

Its Not an Exam... It’s Friday Its Not an Exam... It’s Friday Special ProgramSpecial Program!!

by Naomi Kellman
Students participate in weekly unique learning oppurtunities
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opinion/editorial

Nearly every single student and faculty/staff member 
uses the school bathrooms daily.  Nevertheless, they 
are not in top condition. The bathrooms are usable, but 
not necessarily functional. Every other stall in the girls’ 
bathroom has a problem with the toilets or door, there 
is rarely any soap or paper towel in each 
dispenser, and some toilets do not 
even have a toilet seat attached. 

In the upstairs girls bathroom 
there are six stalls. Two do not 
lock, and one is covered by a gar-
bage bag. Since the beginning of 
the year the handicapped stall 
has been out of service. That 
results in three functioning 
stalls in the bathroom. 
This causes crowd-
edness in this space 
during a busy time, such 
as right after Tefilah. 

Our school cares about hygiene. One of the most basic 
practices of hygiene is washing one’s hands and drying 
them. During four of five days in the course of a week, 
one out of three dispensers in the bathroom contained 
soap. There are six stalls in this particular bathroom and 

there should certainly be more than one dispenser 
containing soap. Handwashing 
is a very important habit 
that removes germs from 
one’s hands, and soap 
is a minimal amenity in 

making that practice 
possible.  Soap 

is important not 
only for basic 
hygiene, but 
also in  combat-
ing the spread of 
COVID-19. 

The third problem present 
in the school bathrooms is how 

students treat them. Over the past 
year, there have been toilet seats hang-
ing from the stalls and, and mountains 
of paper towels sitting clogging the 
sinks.

Some may say that with these facts present, of how 
poorly students treat the bathroom, why would the 
school spend time improving them?

The bathrooms should be a comfortable place for ev-
eryone who uses them. In the girls’ bathroom, 

there should be access to feminine products. 
There are girls on their periods everyday 
at school, and they may not always have 

what they need right then and there. Of 
course there is always someone there to 
lend people ...anything that is needed, 
but it would ...be more convenient if the 
bathrooms already had tampons and pads 
for everyone to use. In addition to that, 

another way the bathrooms could po-
tentially be improved is if.the student 
body begins to take care of them, 
through disposing of their garbage in 
the right places and treating the bath-
rooms with more respect. 

It is necessary to improve the school 
bathrooms. Students, faculty and adminis-

trators are in the school building from at least  
8:10 a.m. to  4:20 p.m. Every day, the bathrooms 

are used often by every person in the building. 
There are many people who feel that the bathrooms are 
imperfect, so with that, students must do their part, to 
make sure they do not purposely break things like the 
toilets, and make sure our trash goes in the garbage.

by Sophie Zuckerman

Approximately twice a month, Tanakh classes are assigned a certain number 
of perakim, chapters of the Torah, to read independently and then they are 
assessed in multiple choice format. Many students find that these quizzes, 
referred to as bekiyuts, seem unnecessary. Others also feel that these 
can hurt your grade due to the level of complexity of the questions, 
and that they are detrimental to the class’s learning as a whole 
because they may lead to confusion.   

While this short, five-question quiz is not a major 
assessment, many students feel that it is yet an-
other seemingly unnecessary graded assign-
ment being added to their already packed 
schedule. Students are often assigned five 
chapters to read in preparation, yet only 
need to answer five questions on the bekiyut. 
These quizzes are seen as particularly redun-
dant for classes who already go through each 
perek and learn the text in depth. Some students in 
these classes feel that the bekiyut exams are unnec-
essary and that the questions tend to be too specific.

Although bekiyuts are only worth five points, over time, 
they add up and can impact grades rather significantly. The 
bekiyuts go under a column titled “learning process” and for 
students whose classes are rarely assigned graded homework 
in-class work, the bekiyuts make up an even larger percentage 
of their grade. 

Some students also believe that bekiyuts can be detrimental to the 
class’s learning because the chapters they are reading in preparation 
for the quiz differ from the chapters the class is reading together as 

part of the coursework, leading to spoilers, misinterpretations and all around 
confusion. Students often need to be reminded that the class is not learn-

ing the same material as what the bekiyuts will  cover which can be a 
challenging concept for many to comprehend.

Nevertheless, the Tanakh department is very 
proud of the bekiyut system. The assessments 
ensure that each student has read every piece of 
text in their respective book of study, including 

the material that certain classes may have skipped 
over because of time constraints. Tanakh teachers 

believe bekiyuts are essential for students’ learning 
and understanding of the text. They can also reward 
students for their comprehension of a certain reading 

and boost their confidence and grade. 

A reasonable solution that could benefit both 
students and teachers alike would involve 

monthly bekiyuts that consist of 10 questions 
instead of five. These questions should be 

more simple pshat (basic meaning) ques-
tions rather than drash (specific in depth 
learning) questions. 

This new system is a win-win scenario because 
the extra questions allow teachers to assess students 

on more material while still allowing the students to only 
have to worry about grasping a basic understanding of the 

readings rather than familiarizing themselves with each detail. 

by The Lions Roar editorial staff
   

Taking a deeper dive into the weekly Tanakh quizzes

The Bathrooms; To be improved or stay the same
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“Sometimes I get bored at the office. Sometimes I get bored with my wife. 
Sometimes I just sit around. And ask, ‘What happened to my life?’ So then 
I wait for that day. Every Friday around 8. Tune in to Scuttlebutt. Now isn’t 
that great? Scuttlebutt.”

Each Friday during first period, TLS students watch the weekly episode 
of Scuttlebutt. It contains funny skits, the daily announcements, and 
Walking with Wasser. But how was the whole thing created? 
And, who came up with the idea and got the whole thing start-
ed? 

In 2011, Elan Kane was a junior at Schechter (TLS), when he 
began to ponder an amazing idea.

“It was snowing that day so we were getting out of school ear-
ly, and I was waiting to be picked up from school by one of my 
parents when suddenly this idea hit me,” Kane said. “I had seen on 
TV these news video clubs, and on one specific show called Even 
Stevens on Disney had something called “The Wombat Report” and the 
students would broadcast what was happening in the school. As I was think-
ing about it, I realized it could be a fun idea but for Schechter(TLS).”

Even though it was just a wild idea that Kane happened to come up with, he 
followed through and went to the administration to get his idea approved.

“I went to Mr. Bassin with my idea and he was very supportive of it,” Kane 
said. “After that, it was just a question of recruiting people to start it with me. 
So I got a couple friends to co-start it with me, Matt Berger who also was an 
anchor, Jon Stahl who did a lot of the editting, Arel Blau, and so many other 
people.”

However, Kane and all his friends still needed a faculty advisor for the idea to 
work. Luckily, Mr. Benny Gross, a teacher at TLS at the time, loved the idea 
and helped to get it off the ground. 

“Mr. Benny Gross, our advisor, was real-
ly helpful,” Kane said. “He was in 
charge of all the media and the 
editing. He was also very instru-
mental in getting a green screen 
painted in one of the classrooms 
which took us to the next level.” 

After the whole process of getting 
everything approved, Kane was fi-
nally able to put his plan in action, 
but he was still missing two major 
things. 

“The first thing we needed was 
a name,” Kane said. “I wanted 
something that would have allit-
eration and start with an S to go 
with Schecter (TLS), but still be 
funny. So I looked online and did 
a search for words that have the s a m e 
meaning as gossip, news, or report. I found the 
word “scuttlebutt” and I thought it was hilarious 
since it had the word butt in it.”

The second thing they were still missing was a key part 
of what makes Scuttlebutt so special, the theme song. 

“One of my co-creators, Matt Berger, his brother came up with the theme 
song and we just adapted it to Scuttlebutt,” Kane said. “I recorded it on Ga-
rageBand, beatboxing in the background and singing over it. So the theme 

song that plays is actually still my voice and I recorded it in 
my room ten years ago.”

Even after Scuttlebutt was started, there were 
many challenges along the way.

“We didn’t even have a clear under-
standing of what we were doing, just 

a lot of chaos,” Gross said. 

Not only were they still figuring 
everything out in getting it all 
started, but the Scuttlebutt team 
also felt lots of pressure to put 

on a good episode each week.

“Every Friday morning people would be really excited to see 
what we were showing that week,” Kane said. “And every time there wasn’t 
an episode, either I would be disappointed or other people would be disap-
pointed.”

The newly formed club also didn’t have many resources to have their videos 
be high quality.

“We had to buy nicer camera and get more microphones since a lot of our 
earlier videos didn’t have such great audio levels,” Kane said.

However, Bassin and other faculty and staff were supportive in those early 
struggles of Scuttlebutt. 

“There were many times we wouldn’t have an episode 
ready and it was supposed to come out the next morning 
on Friday,” Kane said. “We would send the episode to Mr. 
Bassin late Thursday night at 10:00 p.m. to approve, and he 
was always very flexible and would still look over it so it 
could come out the next morning.”

The experience of working at Scuttlebutt has not only been 
fun for students over the years, but beneficial for their ca-
reer development as well. 

“Scuttlebutt is fun, it’s exciting, a bit ridiculous, and some-
thing to look forward to,” Director of Engineering and De-
sign Dr. Aviv said. “I used to watch each episode with a dif-

ferent homeroom every week to see how everyone would react 
to it. It also provides a great opportunity to be nerdy. Some of 

the Scuttlebutt skits over the years have been weird or strange, but 
it gave a voice to kids who wouldn’t have done this kind of thing before.”

Through Scuttlebutt, students are given a chance to do something that 
really impacts them and also positively impacts the school.

“There’s been 10 years of Scuttlebutt which means there 
are 10 years of footage of not just the anchors and other 
people part of Scuttlebutt, but people being interviewed 
or just in the background,” Aviv said. “So you can see 

teachers who are no longer here and students that have 
graduated so it’s kind of like a photo album of the school in the 

last ten years.”

features
How theHow the  ScuttScutt  was Firstwas First  ButtledButtled

by Leah Raich
The humble beginnings of TLS’s beloved weekly show
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Looking through the old episodes of Scuttlebutt is one way to remember 
Schechter Westchester, but for the creators of 
Scuttlebutt, it is remembered through fun 
memories.

“As an anchor, we would have to do so 
many different takes since we would al-
ways laugh in the middle of it,” Kane 
said. “Later, it was a pain to edit be-
cause there were so many takes to 
go through. I don’t know if other 
people found it funny, but we had a 
great time doing it. There are lots of 
little things like that that stick in my 
mind as good memories.” 

One specific memory that both Kane 
and Gross shared was their journey together 
to Times Square.

“There was this armchair where I would do my Words of 
Wisdom on, and each episode we put it in a different place,” Gross said. 
“One time we did it on the elevator in the basement of the school, another 
time on top of a car, and we even did it on the roof of the school. The cool-
est thing we did though was bringing the chair to Time Square and filming 
my Word of Wisdom there. It was Elan’s last episode so we drove to Times 
Square early in the morning and filmed there. Everyone thought it was fake, 
but it really wasn’t.”

Even though we still have Words of Wisdom in a way, now 
Walking with Wasser, Scuttlebutt has changed a lot throughout 
its time.

“There used to be a lot of people being interviewed in the 
halls, or just interacting with them in a funny way, with a 
prank, making them say something, or asking teachers to 
say crazy things,” Aviv said. “A lot of students would walk 
around pretending to be reporters and interview people.”

However, Kane believes that the feel of Scuttlebutt has re-
mained the same. 

“I think the tone of each episode and the idea behind it has pretty much 
stayed the same by trying to make people laugh,” Kane said. “Also the basis 
of each episode has always been the anchors telling the announcements with 
everything feeding off of it. So that has also stayed the same so the essence 
of the original Scuttlebutt is still there.”

Even though Scuttlebutt is continuing its legacy without the creators, they 
still keep Scuttlebutt close to their hearts. 

“I still watch Scuttlebutt even though I don’t work at Schechter anymore, 
but I think it’s a great show and I’m really happy it’s still going on,” Gross 

said. “I enjoyed my time with the students and through Scuttlebutt got real-
ly close. I even check in on them once in a while 10 years later to see how 
they’re doing.”

Many of the anchors were not only able to gain connections through 
Scuttlebutt, but also learn skills that impact their lives now.

“I started doing this in 2011, and I’m not directly impacted by what 
I’m doing now in life, but I did end up going to journalism school for 
my graduate degree and Scuttlebutt is a type of journalism,” Kane said. 
“Additionally, my co-anchor, Natalie Rotter-Laitman (Class of 2012) is 
a comedian now and Berger works at Netflix. So for all of us, Scuttlebutt 

was sort of like our big break, and planted a seed in our interests in 
life.” 

Scuttlebutt started off a lot of the people involved in their ca-
reers, and set them on the right path. And not only that, but 
they were able to learn so many lessons and skills through the 
challenges of being on Scuttlebutt.

“Scuttlebutt has helped me grow and has helped me understand 
what it means to be a leader to students that I have to make sure they 

are doing things the right way,” Gross said. “I’m glad I was part of it and I 
really loved every minute of it. I had the best time! There’s a part of it that I 
infuse in the things that I do in my life, sort of all the craziness of it all and I 
definitely think Scuttlebutt will stay with me for the rest of my life.”

The experience of creating Scuttlebutt has impacted everyone involved and 
they all just want Scuttlebutt to continue so 

it keeps on impacting other people. 

“My hope for Scuttlebutt is that a core 
bunch of kids really get into it and in-
spire the next generation of core kids 
who get into making us all have fun 
Friday mornings,” Aviv said.

Kane, who came up with the idea of 
Scuttlebutt, really wants students to 
forge their own path and come up with 
their own insane ideas. Even if it sounds 

crazy, you never know what’s going to 
happen. 

“I had such a great time on Scuttlebutt and I’d encourage any student to take 
initiative if they’re passionate about something and start their own clubs and 
just have fun with it and maybe it will turn into a great success,” Kane said. 
“Schechter is really good about providing support for students when they’re 
passionate about something and want to start something.”

And that is how the Scutt is Buttled!And that is how the Scutt is Buttled!

The humble beginnings of TLS’s beloved weekly show
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At TLS, there are many different communities within the larger kehilah, in-
cluding M&K, student government and the LGBTQ+ community. A main goal 
of having all these different communities at TLS is to make sure that everyone 
feels safe and comfortable. 

Finding the balance between following traditional Jewish practices and mak-
ing sure every student feels accepted is something with which TLS regularly 
spends time contending. 

“On the first day of school, one of my teachers asked all of us our 
pronouns,” sophomore Ren Bomash said. “I thought that creat-
ed a really cool environment, where we could be religious but 
also make everybody feel comfortable regardless of [their] 
gender identity.”

At TLS, all male-identifying students are required to wear 
kippot as a part of the school dress code. However, for 
students who are born male but do not identify with that 
gender, dealing with this policy has created  challenges.  

“I identify as gender fluid, but I feel like I can’t express 
myself in the way that I want to because 
the school sees me as male,” an anon-
ymous eighth grader said. “I feel like 
I don’t necessarily want to be out, 
but I wish there was a way where I 
could be able to express myself but 
not have to out myself, although that 
can be difficult.”

Many people do not know how Judaism views LGBTQ+ issues, es-
pecially given that different denominations have varying beliefs. 
Therefore, there is room for further education both within and 
outside of the Jewish community about the different theologies. 

“At one point we had a Gender and Sexu-
ality course that was part of the Rabbinics 
department,” 11th-grade dean Joel David-
son said. “It was an 11th or 12th grade elec-
tive that people could take, and it really allowed 
people to open up and explore gender and sexual-
ity in a Jewish context.”

When thinking about many groups of people 
who don’t conform to societal norms, it is im-
portant to understand and be educated on the 
subject before judging people. This holds 
true for many different groups of people, 
including the LGBTQ+ community. 

“There are a lot of kids who are ignorant, not necessarily ho-
mophobic or transphobic, but are ignorant about the topic,” anoth-
er anonymous eighth grader said. “They don’t educate us enough 
about it.

“Until recently, there hasn’t been talk about having an education for the kids or 
for the kids in middle school about LGBTQ topics. Teachers definitely could 
and should be educated as well.”

In seventh and 10th grade, all students at TLS are required to take health. In 
both of those curricula, they talk about being LGBTQ+, both the coming out 
process and the physical aspects that could accompany being a part of the 
community, but some feel that those brief lessons are not enough. 

“I think educating teachers about queer topics is really important because I 
came out as non-binary in eighth grade and for the most part, teachers since 
then have been great,” senior Antra-Blake Kingsbury said. “In the past, most 

teachers have been fine with calling me by my name, but there have been some 
instances with teachers assuming that my name is just a nickname. Though 
after legally changing my name, I haven’t had further issues with this.”

A significant way that TLS supports the LGBTQ+ community is through the  
Rainbow Alliance clubs in both the Middle and High Schools. The Rainbow 
Alliance is open to members of the LGBTQ+ community and allies. 

“I think the Rainbow Alliance is a really great source of support since, es-
pecially in middle school, many kids don’t fully know who they are 

yet, in terms of identity and sexual orientation,” a third anonymous 
eighth grader said. “It’s really good to have other people to talk 

to about it. I think it’s also nice to have teachers there who have 
had a lot of experience with these kinds of things. It’s really 
nice to have other people to talk to and to know that other 

people are going through the same thing as you.”

In the fall of 2021, TLS started the Middle 
School Rainbow Alliance club because they 

felt there was a need for it and that this 
topic should not only be talked about in 
the high school. 

“We had so many students that we actual-
ly had to split it up into two groups,” David-

son said. “And then this year, it has changed 
and morphed into a smaller, cohesive group 

of kids that really just want a safe space 
where they can talk about things that are 

on their mind and feel supported and 
welcomed.” 

Even though TLS has a Rainbow 
Alliance club, it can still be scary to 

come out and be vulnerable within it. 

“Last year, I wasn’t out yet, but I knew the Rainbow Al-
liance existed,” a fourth anonymous seventh grader said. 

“Then this year, I kind of took a jump with my friends to 
go and join it. And then after we started joining it, a lot of 

other people followed in our grade.”

A priority for the Rainbow Alliance is to make sure everyone 
present feels welcome and safe. However, that can only be 

achieved if the people at TLS make everyone feel accepted. 

“I think seeing people put up signs around the building, 
people know that this is a safe space,” Davidson said. 

“And I think that our staff members really also embrace 
the idea. Not just the idea, but actually embrace the concept of creating a safe 

space.”

Over the last few years, both TLS and the world as a whole have become 
more understanding of LGBTQ+ issues. At TLS, this has taken on the form of 
spreading awareness and creating a middle school Rainbow Alliance club in 
the hopes that any student who attends TLS feels accepted. 

“I think that a lot of students feel comfortable being open about their gender 
identity and sexual orientation because there are so many teachers and adults 
at our school that they can go to,” an anonymous seventh grader said. “But I 
definitely think they could do better. Having the Rainbow Alliance is a really 
good start and it’s a really good place to talk about these things, but there is 
always more we can do.”

LLGGBBTTQQ++ Lions Lions
by Robin Bosworth Exploring gender and sexuality at Leffell
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by Ariana Wiseman

Nervous about community Service?  Nervous about community Service?  Chesed oppurtunities in and out of Chesed oppurtunities in and out of schoolschool
Every year at the Leffell High School, students are required to fulfill 40 hours 
of chesed. Junior Aliza Sapiro Polishook, chair of the student experience com-
mittee, takes part in many outside organizations and activities to help her 
complete the required number of hours of community service. 

“I’ve been leading Shabbat services at my grandmother’s senior living com-
munity and tutoring a middle school student in math,” Sapiro Polishook said. 
“I also worked with J-Teen Leadership, making care packages for refugees.”

Another member of the student experience committee, senior Danielle Zuck-
erman, also volunteers regularly to acquire hours and help her community.

“I go to the JCC every Sunday for their Sunday Funday programs,” Zucker-
man said. “Those few hours are dedicated to help and engage disabled chil-
dren and give their parents a break.”

To help students who may struggle finding opportunities outside of school to 
fill the chesed requirement, there are many different activities and opportuni-
ties during school in which students can participate. 

“I know a lot of people benefit from the in-school projects because they don’t 
have outside of school options,” Zuckerman said. “Personally, I haven’t uti-
lized it a lot because I have programs outside of school that give me the hours 
I need. However, I know a lot of people who rely on the school for gaining 
hours.”

However, for some students, the chesed offered in school does not help them 
find as many hours as they need to complete the requirement.

“Clubs do not usually help with service hours because it is only a half hour 
during kehilah,” Sapiro Polishook said. “But I like the idea of the school do-
ing things so that kids can get involved in the community. I think it is really 
important that the school allows us to go outside of the school grounds and 
complete community service with kids other than the ones who attend Lef-
fell.”

As a member of the student experience committee in student government, 
participants try to think of ways to help other students obtain hours through 
improving their school environment.

“An idea we had for giving students chesed hours was to have them help clean 
out the lounges so we could use them.” Sapiro Polishook said. “Another idea 
was just to help organize the school in general.”

With some COVID regulations and restrictions still in place, it has been a 
little hard for community service events to be planned and brought to action.

“We haven’t done that much yet for community service, but I know that a lot 
of clubs are giving opportunities to kids so they can complete chesed,” Zuck-
erman said. “Definitely COVID made it hard to plan some outside of school 
community service activities. I wanted to do a midnight run, but because of 
COVID it was really difficult to make that happen.”

Former High School Director of Student Life Josh Ull plays a significant role 
in planning chesed trips and in-school activities for students to help their com-
munity. However, the pandemic has made it difficult for him to plan chesed 
trips outside of school as well.

“Even though there have not been any chesed trips this year yet, our goal is to 
bring back as many opportunities as possible next year,” Ull said. “Now we 
are in a new phase of the pandemic, so we are trying to figure out what we’re 
able to do.”

“The students at this school are always ready to serve their community and 
they’re always willing to help out. But only now are organizations starting 
to slowly open up. It’s hard because many are only opening up to individual 
volunteers, but not groups.”

In the first year of COVID in school, the requirement for community service 
hours dropped to accommodate the lack of opportunities available to students 
due to the closing of many chesed organizations. 

“What is really interesting about our school is that even when the requirement 
for set hours dropped because of the pandemic, many students exceeded that 
requirement,” Ull said. “It didn’t stop anyone from taking part in community 
service in a time when volunteering was needed more than ever.”
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Painting about the Jewish value of self-care? Stand-
ing on desks during the Amidah? Creating a spiritu-
al connection through yoga? While some minyanim 
at TLS are more traditional, others change things 
up and create a unique experience for students. 

During Tefilah time, it may be confusing to see an 
art class, but this session is actually a unique con-
figuration of a minyan. Members of the artist min-
yan focus on Jewish prayers and values through the 
art of creation.
.
“The purpose of the artist minyan is to connect 
spiritually to something that you feel passionate 
about,” Tanakh Chair and Minyan Leader Dorothy 
Weiss said. “I think the students who have joined 
the artist minyan are visual people; they appreci-
ate the miracles of the created world on a 
visual level and in turn have the abil-
ity to create using their visual 
talents. The purpose real-
ly is to have students 
connect spiritual-
ly to the world 
and to tefilah 
through their 
own talents and 
gifts.”

After an abbreviated tefilah 
session, students break off to work on 
art projects in a variety of mediums. There 
is always ongoing conversation as students create 
their artwork. Art themes vary from week to week, 
but recently the minyan focused on the value of 
self-care.

“We recently dedicated a big self-care poster to 
Nurse Sirkin,” Weiss said. “The idea was that self-
care is a spiritual practice. So then we thought 
about how we could use that theme and combine 
it with the theme of gratitude. The poster is there 
to remind students to take care of themselves and 
to remember that one of our obligations is to take 
care of our bodies because our health is a gift from 
Hashem.”

The minyan has also focused on broader projects 
relating to tefilah, like the matbeah tefilah which 
incorporates images of nature into students’ art-
work.

“One project that is actually still hanging up in the 
new multi-purpose room is our matbeyah tefilah,” 
Shira Holtz (Class of 2020) said. “For this project, 
the whole class collaborated. We first went outside 
onto the walking path by the student parking lot 
and took lots of pictures, which became our collage 
materials to create our matbeyah. One of my favor-
ite things about this project is that while you can 
tell it’s a collage, you wouldn’t necessarily be able 
to tell where we took the pictures at first glance; we 

really transformed the pictures.”

Some artwork has focused on current events. In 
2018, the minyan dedicated a poster to the Tree of 
Life shooting. Earlier this year, the minyan dedicat-
ed a poster to the Colleyville incident and later, the 
invasion of Ukraine. 

“We really like to take something that happened in 
the outside world and we find prayers that connect 
to that,” Senior Gabi Greene said. “When we made 
the Ukraine bulletin board, we found a prayer for 
peace.”

For students, time in the minyan has been an op-
portunity to learn new skills beyond 

art. Some students have learned 
more about their con-

nection to Juda-
ism and the 

s i d d u r , 
w h i l e 
o t h -

ers have 
g a i n e d 

valuable lead-
ership skills. 

“I was a student leader of 
artist minyan alongside one of my 

friends Naomi Fox who was also in my 
grade,” Holtz said. “As student leaders, we 

got to help plan project units, demonstrate projects 
and material uses, and overall serve as a resource/
help for both Ms. Weiss and the artist minyan as a 
whole. From being a leader and generally partici-
pating in artist minyan I learned a lot about time 
management and being able to adapt, along with 
how to use specific art materials.”

Greene explained why it is important for her to get 
the relaxation and movement she gets from creat-
ing art.

“I’ve always loved to doodle, my hands always 
need to be doing something,” Greene said. “And so 
I knew that by joining the artist minyan it would be 
good for me because it would be very relaxing, it 
helped me focus and to feel movement.”

Weiss is excited for the future of the artist minyan. 
She wants to take students to see a local art mu-
seum and to continue beautifying the school. But 
Weiss is most hopeful that any creative student will 
join the minyan, regardless of artistic ability.

“I would say if you are a visual person and you l
ove making things, you love drawing, you love 
painting, you love expressing yourself visually, 
this is a place for you,” Weiss said. “I would also 
say if you want to do something brand new and try 
your hand at something you’ve never tried before, 

the artist minyan is 
an opportunity to 
do just that. The art 
room is a sanctuary 
for creativity; it is 
really a privilege to 
be in this space three 
times a week.”

The M&K (Mysti-
cism and Kabbalah) minyan is strikingly different 
from the artist minyan. The minyan focuses on dav-
ening with kavanah (intention), which is expressed 
in a variety of means including singing, dancing 
and sometimes even running outside.

“M&K minyan is a minyan that uses song and the 
spirit and love for God that each person holds to 
channel each person’s kavanah,” senior Matan 
Katz said. “It creates a love for tefilah because it 
helps those that are not so into conventional prayer 
find new ways to connect.”

The group’s leader, Tanakh and Jewish history 
teacher Ariel Simon, explained how he felt a con-
nection to mysticism and kabbalah and connected 
it to his tefilah.

“So there are two parts of my brain,” Simon said. 
“First, I’m a rationalist, believing in science and in 
what I see. I want to believe in logic and science 
and I do, but there’s always been a part of me that 
has felt something beyond, a connection to some-
thing that science can’t answer. Mysticism is tap-
ping into the supernatural into something beyond 
the rules of nature and mysticism is our gateway 
to that. 

“And in this minyan, when we enter the [Beit] 
Knesset we as a minyan are no longer in school 
or in a Beit Knesset. Instead, we are reciting the 
words of tefilah, because we are saying the tefilot 
that the angels said.”

The M&K participate in various mystic mitna-
hagim (traditions) that have been passed down for 
centuries.

“For the Amidah, we all separate into different cor-
ners of the room,” Simon said. “This is so there is 
space for us to dive into the first part together, but 
also to have time to connect with Hashem on our 
own. We really love dancing. There is just a feeling 
you get from just dancing and davening the negun-
im (melodies), sometimes we connect to Hashem 
through movement.”

Members of the minyan limit the amount of infor-
mation regarding their mitnagim going to outside 
members. But minyan attendees emphasized the 
participation and concentration of members. 

by Rafi Josselson
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“M&K is unique be-
cause there is an ex-
pectation that each 
person who enters 
comes ready to pray 
and give their all to 
the chabura,” Katz 
said. “When it comes 
to actually praying, no 
tomfoolery is permit-

ted. This allows members to practice prayer in dif-
ferent forms. In my opinion, what really sets M&K 
apart from other minyanim is that where other te-
filah groups often try to get people excited and into 
the prayer, M&K actually succeeds, and its ruach 
echoes around the school.”

Simon hopes that interested students consider the 
commitment that the minyan asks of them, but he 
is also really excited for the ruach the minyan is 
spreading throughout the school.

“My hope is that the kavanah that people feel in 
this minyan can be spread to other minyanim even 
in the school,” Simon said. “When people go home, 
to their families, to their shuls, when they go to col-
lege, students should not feel disconnected from 
the tefilah in shul, Hillel or wherever right? They 
should bring the feelings they have to their current 
location. 

“Don’t accept that tefilah has to be boring or un-
meaningful. Take what you’ve learned and be an 
advocate and bring your kavanah to the outside 
world so that everybody can have this joy in te-
filah.”

A couple of rooms down, in the MSBK, the yoga 
minyan also connects tefilah with physical move-
ment. The minyan’s leader, Talmud teacher Lisa 
Bennett explains why activating the body is an im-
portant aspect of prayer for her and her students.

“When I was a kid I was much more involved in 
studying Tai Chi, which is an Eastern movement 
practice,” Bennett said. “It’s much more about 
utilizing slow, very repetitive sequences of move-
ment to help shift neurochemical dynamics to help 
activate a more focused, more attentive and more 
engaged mental state. I just feel like for some of 
us, sitting in taking in information all d a y 
is great. And for other people, sitting 
shuts your brain down. When you 
move, it helps wake your brain up.”

Students say that they look forward to the 
minyan due to the movement they are encour-
aged to do.

“My experience in yoga minyan has been 
amazing,” junior Hannah Mani-Abraham 
said. “My friends and I look forward to 
going to yoga tefilah every Tuesday, 

Wednesday and Friday. It is also extremely useful 
for me because I am on the track team and as a 
result, my legs are constantly tight. Then add in sit-
ting in school all day long and lugging around an 
18-pound backpack (yes, I have weighed my back-
pack) so yoga really helps with my flexibility and 
just feeling better overall.”

Other students like senior Elijah Gilbert say that 
the yoga minyan helps them relax. 

“I have never specifically been so involved with 
the yoga aspects of the minyan or as an activity 
but Ms. Bennett makes a relaxing space where 
I can both just relax and think, or take a nap if 
needed,” Gilbert said. 

The minyan starts with a traditional service, 
containing some aspects of movement. Some 
students pray the shema on yoga mats or 
using yoga blocks. After the service ends, 
there is time for students to relax and move 
their bodies, in various poses that Bennett 
leads for the class.

“I’m looking to focus on large muscle 
groups, movements that a lot of people can 
access,” Bennett said. “Then I try to offer 
a more individual experience for people 
who are very flexible, or people who are 
very strong and very inflexible. So hope-
fully, throughout the course of the se-
mester, you are going to find exercises t h a t 
work for you. 

“If you’re somebody like me, and I have no flexi-
bility, but I’m decently strong, only certain poses 
are going to work for me. Other people are incred-
ibly flexible, but might not have as much strength. 
We can learn from one another. It’s trying to do a 
lot of individual pieces, and occasionally having a 
more communal experience in yoga.”

Mani-Abraham hopes more students will join the 
minyan, as the exercises can really help with stress 
or a need to move.

“For people interested in joining, I would tell them 
to go for it,” Mani-Abraham said. “They’ll enjoy 
yoga minyan thoroughly and actually find them-
selves looking forward to tefilah. Ms. Bennett is 

the sweetest person 
ever and 

wi l l 

always help you stretch out whatever is feeling 
tight. Also before any tests, you get to forget about 
your stress for a little while and calm yourself 
down so you have the ability to perform at a higher 
level.”

Bennett hopes that students 
will take away the lesson of 
movement and how it is im-
portant to our Jewish Iden-

tity.

“I think of this min-
yan as a way to 
plant seeds that are 
the work of a life-
time,” Bennett said. 

“I mean that both for the daven-
ing and the medi- tating. It doesn’t 

have to be yoga, but the ways in which 
our physical bodies are deeply connect-
ed to our minds and our bodies. The 
rabbis deeply understood that if you 
don’t have your nutrition- al needs 
met, you can’t encounter the deepest 
and most meaningful aspects of the 
Torah. But what they could have never 
imagined about our world, was how much 
time we spent sitting.”

“For me, the more time I spent sit- t i n g , 
the less I could engage spiritually or intel-
lectually. Whether it was through Tai Chi, or run-
ning, or yoga, all very different, but understanding 
what my body needed, and strengthening the mind-
body connection that’s critical to be exposed to.”

According to former Tefilah Coordinator Joshua 
Cahan, even though the minyanim at The Leffell 
School are not as traditional as grade-wide min-
yanim, they still create a spiritual connection for 
students. 

“Prayer, like any kind of deep reflection, is hard,” 
Cahan said. “That is true for those who are deeply 
committed to the practice as well as for those who 
are less comfortable with it. Our goal in the High 
School is to give students different ways to access 
the experience of tefilah and help them to encoun-
ter it as a potential source for meaning and inspi-
ration. In 10th through 12th grade, we try to offer 
a wide enough range of experiences so that 
every student can find a mode that speaks 
to them.”



Au Autumn Puzzles!Autumn Puzzles!

Unscramble these words:

1. slaeev __________

2. kpmuinp __________

3. treswae __________

4. cobetro __________

5. ahkngsgnivit __________ Answer KeyAnswer Key

Unscrambling Puzzle
1. Leaves, 2. Pumpkin, 3. Sweater, 4. October, 5. Thanks-
giving, 6. Vegetables, 7. Acorn, 8. Apple Picking

Find:
Acorn
Apples
Autumn
Birds
Bonfire
Changing
Colors
Fall
Football
Frost
Harvest 
Jacket
Leaves

Mushrooms
Orange
Pumpkins
Raking 
Red
Scarecrow
Spiders
Squirells
Trees
Vegetables
Yellow

6. tgesleavbe  __________

7. norac __________

8. pleap nkigcip _________ 


