The Leffell School « May 2023

Beyond the Scoreboard;
The Yeshiva League, Fantasy Football,
and Antisemitism in Sports-pages 6-7



editors’ desks
Letter from the Editors

We are thrilled to be the Editors-in-Chief of The Lion’s Roar for another year,
and have been publishing many articles both online and in print. We are also
proud to have leadership on our paper composed of freshmen, sophomores,
and juniors. We are excited to present the first issue of The Lion’s Roar under
the 2023 editorial staff, and the second issue of the 2022-23 school year!

This edition, the double truck is composed of three articles all about sports

at our school. Out of Their League, written by junior Robin Bosworth, is
about why TLS does not participate in the Yeshiva League. Fantasy Football
Forming Real Connections, written by sophomore Zack Sklar, explores how
fantasy football creates and strengthens relationships that extend even beyond
student’s time at TLS. Lastly, Scoring against Bigotry, written by sophomore
Rafi Josselson, covers TLS sports teams discussing the issue of anti-semitism.

Other topics in this issue include an editorial on unhealthy grade checking, an
opinion piece on why our school should have a library, a feature on faculty
who have served in the military, and TLS’s own playlist on the back cover.
We hope you enjoy reading throughout our issue which includes articles by
many new staff writers! Please continue to regularly check our Facebook

and Instagram (@tlroar) for new articles published on our website. We are so
proud of all the hard work that the writers, editors, and design team have put
into this issue. Enjoy!

The Lions Roar is a student-run newspaper, published periodically throughout the year,
as well as continuously online. Student editors make content decisions, and the newspa-
per is considered a forum written by and for the students. It is, however, reviewed by the
administration prior to printing, and the administration reserves the right to withhold from
publication any articles it deems inappropriate.

Suggestions and comments are accepted and encouraged, and they can be made anony-
mously. Signed Letters for the Editor are also encouraged. The Lion’s Roar reserves the
right to edit letters for space or content in order to maintain our standards, and letters will
not be considered for publication if deemed inappropriate or if unsigned.

Mission Statement

We aim for transparency.

We aim for objectivity.

We aim for accuracy.

We aim for timeliness.

And most importantly, we aim for truth, while maintaining the utmost respect for our
school.

We promise to voice public opinion.

We promise not to skew information to our own interests, and we promise to uphold
the same high standards for every article we publish.

We hope to establish our publication’s role as the voice for the student body, and we
look forward to continuing the legacy TLR has left through the years.
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editorials

Afraid of BAD CRADES?

Should students have full access to their grades?

by The Lions Roar editorial staff

Most students at TLS have spent at least some of their
time on the school website looking at their grades. While
having full access to grades on the website can some-
times be helpful, it can also cause problems within our
school community. Constantly checking grades on the
website can become incredibly unhealthy and harmful
to students.

A student’s constant checking of their grades can open
the door to a competitive learning environment. When
grades are available for students to freely view and are
posted at the same time for everyone in the class, it be-
comes extremely tempting to compare those grades.

Students having full access to the gradebook can lower
their self esteem. This can be harmful to students’ mental
health and cause them to feel like everyone else is doing
better in school than them.

Checking grades on the website can also cause students
to feel anxious and stressed about when their teachers
will upload new grades to the websites and how it will
affect their current grade. Students may obsessively
check the website to see their grades even if they know
that none of their teachers have uploaded any new grades
since they last checked.

On the other hand, having access to grades on the web-
site can help students understand how they are doing in a
class. This can also motivate students to try their best on
assignments and tests, as they can see how it will affect
their grade. If students have any missing assignments
that are showing up as a zero in the gradebook, they can
find that easily and can talk to their teacher and make up
the assignment as soon as possible.

Something TLS can do to

solve this issue is to show

students their grades on

the website, but for only a

few hours every couple of

weeks. This way, students

are able to see how their

recent assignments and

tests have affected their

grades, but are not constantly checking

and comparing their grades to their friends. This will
stop students from obsessively checking their grades on
the website, while still allowing them to see what grades
they have and how they can improve their work on fu-
ture assignments and tests.

The Future is Now;

Should phone usage be allowed during the school day?

by The Lions Roar editorial staff

As the school day begins and students flood into the
classroom, the sound of chatter is present, but so is
the buzzing and ringing of phones. Over the past de-
cade, phones have become a ubiquitous presence in all
schools, but many schools have instituted “phone free
policies.” In TLS’s own middle school, students are not
permitted to take out their phones during the day.

However, across the building over in the high school,
this rule is not in place for a good reason. Phones are an
integral part of the modern person’s life, and therefore
they should in fact be allowed to be used throughout the
school day.

Phones can be utilized as an asset to the classroom in
many educational aspects. For example, some teachers
like to put QR codes on the smartboard so that students
can easily access websites, and it is only possible to do
this by taking a picture on one’s phone. Additionally,
lessons become more interactive with polls and trivia
games which can be accessed on phones. Students are

also able to take pictures of notes on the board, which
they wouldn’t be able to with their phones away.

Not only can phones be beneficial during classes, but
the breaks in between classes are when they are most
needed. With many different lounging options present
around the school during free periods such as lunch, it
can be difficult to find one’s friends without sending
them a text message or calling them. Even more so, with
a schedule that is not the same for any given day of the
week, phones offer an easy way to check what class is
next without having to stop in the hallway to open up a
computer.

Lastly, a phone-free policy in the high school would be
difficult to control because many students may have per-
sonal situations going on where they want to be in touch
with their families during the day. Policing this rule for
some while not for others can be seen as very unfair
which is why it is easiest to allow all students to have

their phones during the day.

However, some may argue that when students do not
have access to their phones, it makes for a more focused
school environment. On the other hand, worrying about
not being able to tell a parent something, or not being
able to find friends during breaks can create nervous-
ness, stress and lead to unwanted distraction from aca-
demics.

As technology continues to evolve, our understanding
of how best to utilize it in the classroom is constantly
changing. The question is not whether phones belong in
schools, but how we can use the to enhance the learning
experience. The administration should continue to allow
students to use their phones during the day.

With this privilege comes responsibility on the student’s
part. Students have to be mindful and respectful of their
classes and teachers, and only use their phones during

by Sophie Zuckerman

Hitting the Books

the times designated to them. _
opinions

The importance of having a school library

The Media Center; a place where many students spend time doing
work, socializing with friends, and listening to presentations. About
ten years ago the library at TLS was turned into what it is today; the
Media Center. Today there is a corner of disorganized books that are
rarely touched by students. I believe that a library is a vital part of a
school, and our school is missing out by not having one.

Having a library at our school could encourage students to learn more.
Alibrary can provide a wide range of books, from different genres, and
educational topics. Libraries provide a space for students to explore
and discover different topics. If we had a library at our school, with
these resources, students would be more motivated to read and learn.

Not only is reading educational, but it can also be for pleasure and un-
winding. In our busy days at school, reading can be an amazing way to
sit down and relax. Sitting in a library and reading allows you to forget
about the stress of school, and just think about the interesting charac-
ters and stories of different books. Reading is something that can make
our days slow down just a little bit, and having a library with different
options to pick up and read would be such a great and useful amenity
for students to have.

Most importantly, the students at our very own school feel that we

should have a library. In a recent survey, 94% of students that respond-
ed, said that they wished we had a library in addition to the current
Media Center.

Some may say that a library is outdated in this day and age. Today, ev-
erything comes in online versions, and a library may not be of great use
to many students. I believe that reading and looking at books through
screens is not nearly the same as looking at a book. In addition, it could
be argued that school is not the place to sit down to relax and read, but
I believe that it is actually very important for there to be a space where
students read, and have options available to read, whether it be after
school during Kehilah, or during a free period during the day.

Obviously our school does not have unlimited space, so a full

library may not be the most realistic idea. Nonetheless, we could im-
prove and expand what is already available in the Media Center. The
books that are at hand can be sorted, made sure that they are in good
condition, and new books can be added that students are interested in.

I believe that our school should have a library, because reading is
healthy, relaxing, educational, and the students of TLS have the desire
for one. We could have TLS ask the communityfor books to be donated
for both educational and leisure purposes.
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ChatGPT
The new Al on the block
by Spencer Kolodny

Write an essay about Thomas Jefferson in Spanish; code
a card game on a web server in Java; make a virus in an
isolated runtime environment. These are some of the wild
requests that people are submitting to ChatGPT. Believe
it or not, they are receiving coherent, if not extraordinary,
answers back. So what is ChatGPT, and how can we use
it properly to revolutionize our lives?

ChatGPT is an autoregressive language model: it uses
the questions it receives from people to generate re-
sponses using algorithms and a vast amount of data.
With this technology being so new and powerful, TLS
has erred on the side of caution in regulating it, banning
it on the WiFi soon after its release.

While TLS has banned ChatGPT on its WiFi network,
that doesn’t mean students are unable to use it in their
free time or at home. Director of Technology Rachel Leb-
wohl, who implemented the school’s decision to block
ChatGPT, elaborated on how she uses the novel tool.

“ChatGPT was helpful when I was trying to remember
something I read a long time ago, and I couldn’t quite

place the exact words or source,” Lebwohl said. “While
ChatGPT has access to so many texts, it is so, So import-
ant to validate any source that ChatGPT provides, and
never to assume that the source truly exists. Also, if I'm
staring at a blank page, I can ask ChatGPT to get me
started.”

Though ChatGPT has extraordinary potential to be a
helpful tool, as with any new technology, there is an
equal possibility for it to have adverse effects or be used
dishonestly. Lebwohl understands the ambiguousness of
the situations in which ChatGPT can be honestly used,
clear situations when it should not and the cautions that a
user must take.

“When assessing what an individual knows, it certainly
doesn’t make any sense to use ChatGPT,” Lebwohl said.
“Also, remember that it doesn’t necessarily reflect reali-
ty, so people might come away with a misperception that
it is stating the truth. It’s not.”

Despite its alluring features and revolutionary capabili-
ties, students should always be careful when using this
software.

“Your written voice is very different from what you can
articulate in class,” high school History teacher Har-

opinions

ry Shontz said. “If there is certain vocabulary or syntax
in your writing on a take home assessment that doesn’t
sound like you, it will send red flags. In addition, there are
also websites being developed that will tell you the like-
lihood that a piece of writing is written by an algorithm.”

Even though Shontz is against the idea of ChatGPT be-
ing used in the classroom, he is unsure whether ChatGPT
will always remain off-limits.

“When I was in high school, almost 20 years ago, Wiki-
pedia was considered an extremely unreliable source,”
Shontz said. “I don’t think that ChatGPT will ever be-
come acceptable for handing in written work, but I'm
sure my teachers thought the same about Wikipedia.”

Uncertainty about ChatGPT will always remain, and
only time will uncover its place in the classroom. How-
ever, while ChatGPT remains out of the classroom for
the time being, it is still being utilized by students out-
side of school, including freshman Caleb Zelman.

To read more,visit tlroar.com
or scan here:

Pursuing Passion
Inspired alumni take on the world of engineering

by Naomi Kellman
i

ve you ever had the thought while sitting in class, “When am I ever going to
need to know this information in my life?”” For alumni of the Engineering and
Entrepreneurship program, that statement could not be more accurate.

Aviva Hurvitz was a part of the initial E2 program as it was developing into
what it is today. Hurvitz’s first impression of the program was amazement at
what she could create with simple engineering.

“I thought it was the coolest thing, getting to learn how to code LEDs, build
circuits, and use Arduino,” Hurvitz said. “After our first lab learning how to
code simple blink sequences with the LEDs, I thought ‘wow, I’m an engineer
now.’ That was my first exposure to anything specifically engineering.”

However, for some, Engineering and Entrepreneurship was also very mem-
orable for other reasons. For Amber Zedeck, Class of 2017, Engineering and
Entrepreneurship was a unique experience because of the way it is taught.

“One of the first things we did in the Inc was use a manual to build Lego
robots in teams, but we couldn’t talk to each other,” Zedeck said. “We were
just thrown these pieces and none of us knew what we were doing. We had to
Just figure it out.”

For some, it is only later into their adult years that they find what it is that
sparks passion in them. With the guidance of the Engineering and Entrepre-
neurship program, Alex Gitnik, Class of 2022, discovered his interests quickly.

“Engineering and Entrepreneurship introduced me to my passion for 3D print-
ing,” Gitnik said. “I remember the first time I had heard about it in middle
school. I was very confused because I didn’t really understand how a printer
could make 3D objects. The teachers in the program helped me discover what
I liked about engineering, which for me was being able to take an idea, go to
your computer, and then be able to physically hold it after having been just a
thought in your head. That sort of engineering is what Engineering and Entre-
preneurship really inspired in me.”

Alumni also expressed the applicability of the material taught in Engineering
and Entrepreneurship. Zedeck was surprised by how much of what she learned
in high school resurfaced in college.

“They are putting all the steps of design thinking on the board, and I think ‘I
know this, next question,”” Zedeck said. “Engineering isn’t all about facts and
figures. It’s also about creativity and design.”

However, the applicability of Engineering and Entrepreneurship did not stop
with the engineering and design. The program also taught alumni lifelong
skills.

“For my senior thesis, I was on a team with four of the smartest engineers in
my class, and none of them knew how to present,” Hurvitz said. “It shocked
me. Putting together a presentation, making it look nice, knowing how to pres-
ent, was just not in their wheelhouse. They are seniors in college, and I learned
this as a freshman in high school, it was crazy to me.”

Even as alumni enter the workforce, they recognize the usefulness of the tech-
niques they learned in Engineering and Entrepreneurship. As a product devel-
opment engineer, Hurvitz now understands that the program taught real world
skills, not just classroom skills.

“The one skill that I learned in Engineering and Entrepreneurship that I see
in my current job is iteration, constantly doing things over and over again,”
Hurvitz said. “In high school, I thought ‘why are we doing this? I like the idea
how it is now. We don’t need to do it again.’” In the real world, there’s so much
iteration to get to the point of actually manufacturing something.”

However, playing around with engineering tools in high school is a lot differ-
ent than deciding to take an engineering major in college. Gitnik explains that
for him, it was all about finding solutions to problems.

“The world has so many problems, little problems and big problems, and engi-
neers help solve those problems,” Gitnik said. “In my way of thinking, creating
the future through innovation and problem-solving is really what engineering
is all about, and that is what the Engineering and Entrepreneurship program
has excelled over the years at inspiring in its students, including me.”

Zedeck made a career out of engineering because it was her way of giving back
to the world.

“The reason I joined Engineering and Entrepreneurship was because I wanted
to be an engineer,” Zedeck said. “Making things is cool. But the more time |
spent in Engineering and Entrepreneurship, and then in college, it was how can
the things that I make, design, and build, help others, make someone else’s life
easier? Engineering to me is creating things that help the community and help
everybody in different ways. I try to weave in things from high school, like
Tikkun Olam. How can we use our education and our resources to help those
around us?”
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THE MAN, THE MYTH, THE MODICA

by Ava Leibowitz

After working at Leffell for 19 years, Chair of High School Social Sciences
Department Joseph Modica has decided to retire. Many students have en-
joyed having Modica both as a teacher and as a role model in the school.

“I think he is a very pro-student kind of teacher, and consistently advocates
on behalf of the students.” senior Ilan Brusso said. “It’s nice having someone
who just cares about the students and will always speak their mind regarding
that.”

Brusso participated in Mock Trial, for which Modica is the faculty advisor.
Brusso discussed Modica’s presence after trial meetings had finished.

“I just thought he always knew what to say,” Brusso said. “He was so helpful
at giving good and helpful feedback for being better.”

Along with Brusso, junior Zoe Alsfine has also enjoyed learning from Modi-
ca and his devotion to the school along with teaching students.

“He has inspired me to really look at myself with a confidence that I didn’t
always have,” Alsfine said. “And so he’s really been such an amazing mentor
to me.”

Alsfine discusses how Modica teaches in his classes. She mentions many
things she has learned from Modica and the impact he has had on her.

“He teaches each person about what they need to know,” Alsfine said. “But
he also teaches how it’s going to be relevant later in life.”

by Leah Raich

Teachers. Soldiers. We don’t always think about these two concepts together.
Yet, they do have something in common: the desire to serve others.

There are teachers at TLS who have previously served in either the IDF or the
US Military. Some for three years, while others for thirteen. No matter how
long, their experiences have impacted them in one way or another.

HS Hebrew Teacher Yaniv Cohen was a medic in the IDF for three years and
continued as an instructor for medics after he finished the army.

“Each week I met a new group of medics and did a week-long exercise with
them,” Cohen said. “I was just 19 years old and each week being put with a dif-
ferent group made me very lonely. On top of that, everyone else was a lot older
than me. They could be 23 years old all the way to 40 years old.”

However, HS Hebrew/Judaic Studies Teacher Ariel Menashe found the army
strenuous for a different reason. Menashe served in special forces for four years
and still serves as a reserve.

“During my regular service I found it really difficult being away from home and
not being able to see my family and my friends as often as I wanted,” Menashe
said. “Now, being a reserve, I ffind it difficult to think about leaving my wife
and children,”

Although demanding at times, the challenges provided by serving in the army
play an important factor in learning life skills.

“I learned how to connect with people quickly after being with a different group
every week,” Cohen said. “I was so young and inexperienced compared to every-
one else that I also had to learn how to get people to do what I needed them to.”

While Cohen learned how to interact with other people, Menashe learned how
to prioritize his friends.

“Something I still use today is that when someone needs me, I'm there for them,”
Menashe said. “And when someone’s asking for help, you help them. You put
everything else aside, and you help them.”

The army isn’t just about hardships and learning moments. It is full of adven-
tures that you can only experience there.

“One week, I arrived at the base and they told us our exercise was in the
field, not inside the base,” Cohen said. “Not only that, but we didn’t have any
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Modica has also enjoyed working at TLS, due to the supportive community
and the other great factors of the school.

“Leffell has allowed me to do this kind of work in the way that I wanted to do
it.” Modica said. “They’ve been enormously supportive of me for a very long
time. I’'m not Jewish, but I feel like I'm a part OF the community. So they’ve
embraced me, which is a great thing.”

Modica admires all of his students as well as the school and all the amazing
supportive staff working in the school.

“I don’t have one proudest moment. M 1pro_udest moment though, in general,
is seeing students go off to do wonderful things after they graduate.” Modica
said.

Modica used to work in marketing but changed his career after falling out of

love with it. He decided to switch to teaching and stayed in that career for 22
years, and spent 19 of them at Leffell.

“I thought I would have more impact on people than in the former job that I
was in,” Modica said. “I wanted to do something good.”

Modica shares a word of advice for his students to keep in mind.

“Number one: get off your phones,” Modica said. “And two is to embrace
what the school has to offer and don’t take it for granted. I think there’s too
many days where people just seem to show up here. And there’s so much you
can accomplish if you are motivated and want to get it done.”

COMBAT TO CLASSROOMS
A GLIMPSE INTO TLS FACULTY WHO HAVE SERVED IN THE MILITARY

equipment. Three days in, they told me that I was with the wrong group. So
for three days I slept in a field with a team I wasn’t supposed to be with, and
was miserable the whole time.”

Despite the serious atmosphere the army creates, it still produces many funny
memories.

“One time, I was sitting in the jeep guarding my soldiers while they were
navigating during their training when I got a call on the radio,” Menashe said.
“You don’t use the radio unless there is a real problem, so I immediately knew
something was up. My soldier told me that there was an elephant right in front
of him. I told him it was impossible since we were in the middle of the Negev,
but I still sent someone in. Turns out, the elephant was really just a big tree
and my soldier was so exhausted after five days of not sleeping, he had started
hallucinating. This story has become one of the inside jokes of my team and we
even have shirts with elephants on it.”

While Cohen and Menashe served in the Israeli army, Associate Head of School
Harry Pell served in the US Navy Reserve as a chaplain for thirteen years. When
he was in rabbinical school at JTS, recruiters came from the military asking for
chaplains so Jews could have access to a Rabbi while they were serving.

“In life in general I look for win-wins, things that are beneficial to multiple par-
ties at the same time,” Pell said. “I already knew in rabbinical school that I was
not going to be a pulpit rabbi. I wanted to work in a school. So I figured that while
other rabbis were going to be getting ready to work extra hard on all the holidays,
I was going to be getting ready to take a break. I realized that if I took this oppor-
tunity I would really be providing a service to both the Jews in the military and
to my country.”

During his time serving, Pell had many realizations about how easy it is to take
our freedom in America for granted.

“Every night that we go to bed as American citizens, we don’t worry about
our house being attacked, and that is due in part to hundreds of thousands of
US servicemen and women who are on aircraft carriers, other ships, and our
bases around the world, keeping us safe,” Pell said.“It’s very easy to take for
granted and forget that the freedoms we enjoy every day as Americans are es-
sentially guaranteed for us by 18, 19, and 20 year olds, as well as older service
members. These enlisted folks and officers can be away from their families
for up to a year at a time, all to make sure that we are safe.”

Continues on page 9.
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An AP Mystery:
Exploring the advanced placement system at TLS

by Ary Hammerman

On Wednesday, during eighth period, most TLS students attend an activity.
They work on the yearbook, film for Scuttlebutt or play basketball in the gym.
However, a select number of students don’t go to an activity. Instead, they
attend AT calculus AB. Why do they need to meet during activities? And does
TLS offer any other AP classes?

Sophomore Rafi Wall is a part of the AT calculus AB class. He thought it was
the best choice for him to take the course, and he is okay with missing activ-
ities block.

“I wanted to be able to place out of certain math classes in college and pos-
sibly even get credits,” Wall said. “Also, I don’t mind that I miss activities
block because I enjoy doing math.”

TLS offers an AT calculus AB class and an AT calculus BC class. Students
can also take AP classes online through Virtual High School (VHS).
High school math teacher Emily Sayles teaches the AP Calculus class-

es. She understands the struggle that students face when deciding to

miss activities block, but she respects the dedication of her students

to take her class.

“Having that extra day is really critical to get through the curricu-
lum,” Sayles said.

One reason why TLS has decided not to offer AP courses is

the strict adherence required to the prescribed curriculum. High
School Principal Eric Bassin understands the philosophy behind the
AP classes, but he wishes there was more flexibility within the

curriculum.

“AP courses tend to be very broad as opposed to very deep,”
Bassin said. “They tend to cover a ton of content and focus
on a lot of memorization. Teachers are unable to use

their own creativity or delve into particular topics.

We are teaching someone else’s course when teach

ing an AP.”

Sayles agrees that the AP curriculum is much
more regimented, but adds that it does help prepare students for college level
courses.

“Based on my experience teaching at the college level, the AP curriculum
leaves students, if they do well on the AP exam, more prepared for the sub-
sequent college-level course,” Sayles said. “If a student does well on the AP
exam, I would feel confident saying students could take calculus two when
they go to college.”

Wall prefers this standardized curriculum because it helps him know that his
education is more consistent with national standards.

“I prefer the national curriculums because I know that I am learning the exact
same thing as people all over the country, and eventually we will take the
same test,” Wall said. “With individualized education, I don’t know if we’re
learning extra things that we don’t need to know, and I don’t know if there are
things we’re not learning that we should be.”

Another issue that students and teachers of AP classes may face is the added
workload in the courses. In order to meet the requirements and test deadline,
AP teachers are often required to give more work than they would prefer.
However, Sayles focuses on the content rather than the deadlines.

“Because I respect my colleagues and the importance of their classes, |
wouldn’t give more coursework in an AP class than I would give students
in another course,” Sayles said. “This year I joined a facebook group for AP
calculus teachers and some educators are panicked at where
they are in the curriculum because they are so concerned
about getting an excessive amount of review time at

the end of the year.”

“I pass through those posts because I’'m way be-
hind, but I’'m more interested in helping my stu-
dents to understand the material at a reasonable
pace. I focus less on teaching to the test, but on
thinking about a concept that they may not con-
sider.”

Bassin agrees, and does not want to overload TLS
students with an excessive amount of homework.

“Students take a significant course load - they must take a

minimum of seven courses and some students take up to 10,” Bassin

said. “An AP course is a very cumbersome load and it creates a lot of stress in
a school that already has a significant load.”

The way that TLS has aimed to solve this problem is by taking away the
requirement of students to take the AP exam at the end of the year, allowing
students to focus more on the content they are being taught.

“We actually don’t offer any AP courses, we offer AT courses, advanced top-
ics,” Bassin said. “These prepare students well to take the AP exam, but they
aren’t obligated to do so.”

Overall, the AP system at TLS aims to give students the best education while
reducing the stress of the courses as much as possible.

“We use the course structure we have to prepare students for college, which
is part of the AP notion, but a lot of TLS classes are college level anyway,”
Bassin said. “So we don’t need an AP course to ensure our students are well
prepared for college.”.

COMBAT TO CLASSROOMS CONT.

Pell not only learned about freedom of peace, but about freedom of religion.
In America we are so lucky to be able to have easy access to kosher food, but
in other places of the world where the military is based, does not have the
same accessibility.

“I learned to not take things for granted,” said Pell. “In the civilian world, if I
want to keep kosher, I can keep kosher. If I want to go to shul, I can go to shul.
It’s not that easy for Jews in the military. There are a lot of things we take for
granted, and then you travel to another place in the world where it’s not so
easy to be Jewish and be observant, and you realize.”

There isn’t just limited access to Jewish items, it applies to Jewish people too.

“Most people in the military aren’t chaplains, and most chaplains aren’t rab-
bis,” said Pell. “There were many times when I was serving in the Navy and [
would encounter someone who had never met a rabbi before, and maybe had
never even met a Jew before, but they were so incredibly respectful.”

In conclusion, TLS teachers who have been in the military have had their own
unique experiences which can be learned from.

“Now I’ve been to Japan, Guantanamo Bay, I’ve been all over the world. It’s
pretty amazing and I’m paid to do it,” Pell said.
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A Dual School

by Jakey Lebwohl

TLS teaches both secular subjects and Jewish ideals at the same time. Stu-
dents learn world history along with Jewish history. They read English lit-
erature along with the Tanakh. The school has robust departments for each
category, and as students move throughout the school day, it can be easy to
focus on one subject at a time. But what happens when students get seemingly
conflicting information or perspective during their secular and religious stud-
ies? How 1is it possible to think about them at the same time? Is it plausible
that looking at these subjects from multiple lenses actually enhances our
overall understanding?

A preliminary concern of the school is time. If stu-
dents are learning more subjects, they’ll have less

time in the school day to spend on each one. Sci-

ence teacher Chris Cleaver has previously taught in

non-Jewish schools, and he offers some insight into
the way that the dual curriculum influences the school
day and the workload.

“The challenge here is really how to do justice to the
curriculum with the time constraints and just given
the nature of the curriculum,” Cleaver said. “Given
the number of subjects students have here, I'm try-
ing not to kill them with homework.”

Another worry is that certain subjects will teach stu-

dents certain perspectives which will make it more

difficult for them to learn in other classes. Does it make

it harder to teach about the origins of life in biology if

the school also teaches about the genesis of the uni-

verse in Tanakh? Do science teachers modify their

curricula in the view of the school’s Jewish identity?

Fortunately, Cleaver believes that TLS does a great job

of allowing the core secular curricula to be taught similarly and convincing-
ly, and if anything, the added perspectives actually supplement the courses
and make them richer.

“For the most part, I’'m teaching it the same way,” Cleaver said. “For me, if
evolution and teaching the subject to what the current scientific understand-
ing is would have been an issue, I would not have accepted the job. I also
think there’s an interesting opportunity here to talk about evolution. There’s
an opportunity here to model discourse around potentially contentious is-
sues, which I think could be helpful for our young people to see.”

Tanakh teacher Lori Abecassis believes that an advantage of TLS is that in
its wide array of subjects to draw from, teachers have plenty of opportu-
nities for interdisciplinary learning. Abecassis discusses her use of novel
teaching methods in her classroom to give students the opportunity to per-
sonally connect with the scripture.
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How TLS incorporates modernity and heritage in its curriculum

“Relevance and rigor: that’s what I’m looking for in my own teaching,” Abe-
cassis said. “You guys are teenagers, so relevance includes music, philosophy,
art, history, politics, and other literature. We always want to make text-to-
text connections and text-to-world connections. I always love when kids say,
‘here’s something we learned in English class’ ... I think it’s so essential for
students to see that none of our classes are standalone, so Tanakh can connect
to history, it’ll connect to English [literature], I even remember bringing up
math.”

One of the ideals that TLS tries to emphasize through its teach-
ing is the notion that there are always multiple ways to look at
things. Students learn through many different perspectives
over the course of the day in order to come into their own

and become better, more well-rounded individuas.

“In high school, I like to provide options of answers,” Abe-

cassis said. “Because I think that’s true Torah study, right?

There are multiple truths; the mepharshim teach us that
with their different interpretations.”

Abecasis highlights that the fact that students study
so many subjects from afar and very little is certain.
This allows them a wider range of possibilities and
opinions, and they’re able to understand many
points of view without being completely devoted

to a single one.

High school principal Eric Bassin has given con-
siderable thought to the mission statement of
TLS, as well as the way that the school handles
a diversity of opinions and religious views.

“We’re not trying to tell people how to think or what to think,” Bassin said.
“But we are raising questions to think about: How do we fit in society? That
is, how do we, as Jewish teenagers, find our grounding, both in tradition and
yet also in modernity? Those are questions to be thinking about instead of
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saying, ‘here’s the right way’ or ‘here’s the only way’.

Bassin believes that the purpose of TLS is to guide students instead of forcing
them; to introduce students to perspectives while giving them room to de-
velop their own. In this way, TLS becomes a place where students can grow
into functioning Jewish adults and become productive members of modern
society.

“That’s the beauty of this school,” Bassin said. “It’s grounded in religious
tradition, and yet adaptable to the modern world.”

Seeking Out Shabbos;

features

Members of the TLS community discover a variety of ways

by Rafi Josselson

At TLS, Friday afternoon not only begins the weekend but also the weekly
celebration of Shabbat. Because TLS is a diverse Jewish school, every family
celebrates and observes the occasion differently. Some families do not con-
sider themselves observant, but still use the time for family activities. Others
go to shul and find religious meaning in the day. Others may use the time to
disconnect and reflect on the past week.

Junior Nathaniel Yellin, who considers himself Shomer Shabbat, spends time
catching up with friends and family.

“Shabbat to me means spending time with my family and friends,” Yellin said.
“I have memories of things like playing board games on Shabbat like Cat-

an and chess. Also, [it is] a chance to eat dinner together with family to

just talk about the week. I have four other siblings so it is a little hectic

in my house and it is a time to talk together and be together.”

Senior Ella Ben-Yishai does not consider herself fully observant nor
non-observant, and she claims to be in between.

“When I was little, it [Shabbat observance] was more religiously en-

forced but as I grew up I felt more distant,” Ben-Yishai said. “Howev-

er, in the last couple of years I have felt more connected. Nowadays,
I have dinner with my family, I try to spend time off my phone, and I

read. I also draw even though some people don’t do that on Shabbat. I
am more accustomed to doing my hobbies that stray away from tech-
nology.”

Meanwhile, Talmud teacher Seth Pertain views the day as an opportunity to
fulfill the mitzvot of Shabbat and to catch up on certain hobbies he does not
have time for during the week.

“I do things on Shabbat that I don’t have time to do during the rest of the
week,” Pertain said. “I catch up on reading and things like that. During the
week, I don’t have the time to sit down with a book or to read articles because
I am running from place to place or grading. Shabbat gives me the opportunity
to do all of these things.”

Yellin also noted how rest and relaxation are beneficial to his and his class-
mates’ social-emotional health.

“I think the chance to relax for a day is important for me and my classmates,”
Yellin said. I think that for us teenagers, especially high school juniors with
the work we have, it is nice to have a day to catch up or take time to relax. I
think regrouping and rejuvenating is important. Some weeks are just really
long. So sometimes it can be fun, just sleeping in or going to shul or getting to
see kids you don’t get to see on a daily basis.”

Pertain agrees and also notes the important social opportunities that Shabbat
provides.

“For those of the kids in our community who celebrate Shabbat, you often
hear them talk about how they spend time in different people’s houses on
Shabbat,” Pertain said. “Whether that is playing basketball with this friend
or hanging out at that person’s house. That unplugged time with other human

to celebrate the traditional day of rest

beings as opposed to only communicating through a screen is invaluable; you
learn skills that you wouldn’t otherwise get.”

TLS also provides opportunities for students to learn and discover more about
Shabbat and their observance of it. Ben-Yishai notes how open and accepting
it was.

“I really like how it’s not really forced,” Ben-Yishai said. “I remember the

Shabbaton for the freshmen; I went to it once when I was a freshman and

once for peer leadership. I remember how everyone got to choose what aspect

was most important to them about Shabbat and I thought that was nice. There
is no one specific idea of what Shabbat is.”

Pertain, like Ben-Yishai, thinks that the Shabbatonim are important
for the communal values of TLS.

“I think that being together on Shabbat and experiencing it together

is an important aspect,” Pertain said. “And even for kids who come
from families who don’t observe, having the opportunity to see what
it’s like works very well.”

However, there are some disagreements and issues with how the
Shabbatonim function. Due to the diversity of observances within
the school some students may feel awkward, left out or bored.

“I guess one of the challenges that you have with a school like Leftell
where you have kids who come from more traditional backgrounds and
from less traditional backgrounds is that they struggle sometimes to be in the
same space and same time when it comes to the religious aspect of Judaism,”
Pertain said. “Having kids who are unfamiliar with the traditions of Shab-
bat going on a Shabbaton for them feels daunting and there has to be some
type of way to mitigate that. On the flip side, if you come from a family that
celebrates Shabbat in a traditional way, being surrounded by people who are
counting down the minutes until Shabbat is over is not particularly an enjoy-
able way of spending Shabbat.”

Ben-Yishai also mentioned the various opinions that people hold about Shab-
batonim.

“I think some people enjoyed them and some people didn’t necessarily,” Ben-
Yishai said. “I really like how we are not allowed to use our phones because
then we get to spend more time with everyone else instead of having to worry
about social media or whatever. I just don’t like how it is praying 90% of the
time and the other 10% of the time is activities.”

Shabbat can be a difficult and complicated subject with various personal ways
to practice observance. It is undoubtedly clear that Shabbat is chiefly a com-
munal holiday, not just for members of the TLS community but also for indi-
vidual synagogue communities and families.

“Shabbat can be in solitude,” Pertain said. “Shabbat can be in a community.
But for Shabbat that is practiced in a community, it can be transformative.”
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